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The Window Seat
BY LINDA

M. pAVONETTI

Sometimes we did that, hung out in the same room, not talking, just reading; together but not
together ... . I loved sitting in a window seat, loved holding a book on my lap there; it felt so Jane
Eyre. The bay window ... let in golden-brown afternoon light, dappled by a birch s mellowing leaves.
(Osa, 2003, pp. 103-104)

ome books feel like old friends from the moment we crack the cover. Others may at first feel foreign-the
rhythm escapes us, the fantastic names seem code-like, the setting appears exotic and unfamiliar. Skillful
authors craft stories that entice us-snare us-so we barely take note of a curious rhythm or name or setting.
The story is so engaging that we lose ourselves in the pages; we become the tale.

S

Nancy Osa's novel, Cuba 15, hooked me long before I learned that Violet always chooses to read in a window
seat. Violet is a 15-year-old Polish-Cuban American whose life, language, and experiences are at opposite ends
of the spectrum from mine. And yet I lived her story, feeling the pressure of an upcoming quinceanero even
after closing the book. This is the power of excellent writing. (For the complete review, see the Pura Belpre
Honor award for author.)
The boo~s we are highlighting in this issue are all winners, selected for their extraordinary art or text. Some
of the awards may be familiar to you, others may not. Please let us know if you enjoy this summary of recent
award winners or if there are others we should have included. We would like to
thank Lori A. Beach (LAB) who reviewed several books for this column and will
continue to do so on a regular basis.

Newbery Award
DiCamillo, Kate. (2003). The Tale of Despereaux: Being the Story of a Mouse, a
Princess, Some Soup, and a Spool of Thread. (Ill. by T.B. Bring). Cambridge,
MA: Candlewick Press. 267 pp. ISBN: 0-763-61722-9 (Hardcover); $17.99
(Intermediate).
Not only the Newbery winner, but also a Michigan Mitten Honor book, Despereaux is garnering rave notices from teachers and students around the nation.
Please read the review in the Fall 2003 issue of the Michigan Reading Journal.

Newbery Honor Books
Henkes, Kevin. (2003). Olives Ocean. New York: Greenwillow Books. 217 pp.
ISBN: 0-06-053543-1 (Hardcover); $15.99 (Intermediate).
As her family's annual summer vacation to Cape Cod approaches, Olive's
mother, wrapped in the sorrow of her daughter's sudden death, hands Martha a page from Olive's journal. Haunted by Olive's words, Martha soon
discovers how alike they were despite the fact that she barely knew Olive.
As Martha struggles with thoughts of an untimely death, she also faces
her own questions about life and death, first love, and a growing desire to
be writer. Martha is sensitive and caring, sharing morning kisses with her
2-year old sister and leisurely conversations with her aging grandmother.
Henkes' strength comes from his ability to develop strong characters as with
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Lilly in Lilly s Purple Plastic Purse (Houghton Mifflin, 1996). Subtle and sensitive to the emotional roller coaster of youth, Henkes provides readers with
reassurances that if Martha can survive her horrible/wonderful life, anyone
can. (LAB)
Murphy, Jim. (2003). An American Plague: The True and Terrifying Story of the
Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1793. New York: Clarion Books. 165 pp. ISBN:
0-395-77608-2 (Hardcover); $17 .00 (Intermediate).

11

American

PLAGUE

It is rare that an informational book is even considered for the Newbery
Medal, much less awarded a prize. An American Plague has done it-and
more. When the members of the American Library Association announced
their awards this year, Jim Murphy's latest text not only earned a place among
the Newbery Honor books but also at the top of the Sibert Award list as best
nonfiction book published during 2003. What makes this such a winner?
Murphy's concept, style, numerous illustrations, but above all, readability,
the hallmark of all of his books. Although set in an era when language and
customs were far more formal than today, An American Plague reads like a
novel. It is fast-paced, and although full of quotations from diaries, papers,
reports, and medical descriptions, never dry. "The matter ejected [from the
stomach] was of a dark color, resembling coffee grounds, sometimes mixed
with blood; great flatulency; haemorrhages [sic] from different parts of the
body; tongue frequently covered over with blood ... ; urine very offensive"
(p. 53). Each chapter begins with a facsimile of a page in the Philadelphia
Federal Gazette or another official document, such as a list of the dead or
the governor's proclamation, supporting the author's information. Pair this
fascinating informational text with Laura Halse Anderson's Fever 1793 (Simon
& Schuster, 2000) and Paul Fleischman's Path of the Pale Horse (HarperCollins, 1983) to provide students with an eye-opening look at medicine during the
infancy of the United States.

Caldecott Award
Gerstein, Mordicai. (2003). The Man Who Walked between the Towers. Brookfield,
CT: Roaring Brook Press. Unpaged; ISBN: 0-7613-1791-0 (Hardcover);
$17.95 (All ages).
Please refer to the Winter 2004 issue of the Michigan Reading Journal for a
review of this book.

Caldecott Honor Books
Chodos-Irvine, Margaret. (2003). Ella Sarah Gets Dressed. San Diego: Harcourt.
Unpaged; ISBN: 0-15-216413-8 (Hardcover); $16.00 (Preschool).
Hooray! The 2004 Caldecott committee selected a book just right for the preschool population. Using a variety of print-making devices, Margaret ChodosIrving immerses readers and listeners in the colorful world of willful Ella Sarah,
who refuses to conform to her parents' or her sister's clothing conventions. With
its predictability and repetition, this book reminds adult readers that even very
young children love some independence.
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Jenkins, Steve, & Page, Robin. (2003). What Do You Do with a Tail Like This?
Boston: Houghton Mifflin. Unpaged; ISBN: 0-618-25628-8 (Hardcover);
$15.00 (Preschool-Elementary).
Husband and wife have teamed up again to create an informational book young
students will voluntarily read and reread. Text playfully imitates the lines of tails
and other body parts, flowing from page to page or hanging from the ceiling. A
mixed-media collage skunk seems to be spraying a giraffe's nose with four lines
of information: "If you 're a skunk, / you lift your tail to / warn that a stinky /
spray is on the way" (n.p.). Four pages of information about the
highlighted creatures' noses, ears, tails, eyes, feet, and mouths provide teachers and parents with additional ammunition for answering
the questions that are bound to arise.
Two years ago, Jenkins and Page collaborated on Animals in Flight
(Houghton Mifflin, 2001 ). Other informational titles for younger
students by Steve Jenkins include: Biggest, Strongest, Fastest
(Houghton Mifflin, 1995), Big & Little (Houghton Mifflin, 1996),
What Do You Do When Something Wants to Eat You? (Houghton
Mifflin, 1997), Hottest, Coldest, Highest, Deepest (Houghton Mifflin, 1998), Slap, Squeak, & Scatter: How Animals Communicate
(Houghton Mifflin, 2001). Jenkins has illustrated two books, written by Sneed Collard, that also might be of interest: Animal Dads
(Houghton Mifflin, 1997) and Making Animal Babies (Houghton
Mifflin, 2000).

Willems, Mo. (2003). Don't let the Pigeon Drive the Bus. New York:
Hyperion Books for Children. Unpaged; ISBN: 0-786-81988-X
(Hardcover); $12.95 (All ages).
Please refer to the Fall 2003 issue of the Michigan Reading Journal for a
review of this book.

Coretta Scott King Award for Author
Johnson, Angela. (2003). The First Part Last. New York: Simon &
Schuster. 144 pp. ISBN: 0-689-84922-2 (Hardcover); $15.95
(YA).
Please read the review of this book in Ed Spicer's "New and Noteworthy Books Published in 2003" young adult literature column in the
Fall 2003 issue of the Michigan Reading Journal. This book was also
named the winner of the 2004 Michael L. Printz Award for Excellence
in Young Adult Literature.
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Coretta Scott King Honor Books (Author)
Draper, Sharon M. (2003). The Battle of Jericho. New York: Simon & Schuster/
Atheneum. 297 pp. ISBN: 0-689-84232-5 (Hardcover); $16.95 (YA).
Please refer to page 83 of this issue of the Michigan Reading Journal for a review
of this book in Ed Spicer 's young adult literature column.
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McKissack, Patricia C., & McKissack, Frederick L. (2003). Days of Jubilee: The
End of Slavery in the United States. New York: Scholastic Press. 134 pp.
ISBN: 0-590-10764-X (Hardcover); $18.95 (Intermediate, Middle School).

Patricia and Frederick McKissack are known and respected for their novels,
folk tales, and informational texts dealing with the history of Blacks in the
United States (see, for example, Christmas in the Big House, Christmas in the
Quarters, 1994). Days of Jubilee spotlights the quality of their research. As
they note in their Introduction, their primary sources were slave narratives,
transcribed during the 1930s and now part of the collection at the Library
of Congress. The title, Days of Jubilee, is plural because contrary to what
many readers may believe, there was no one day on which slaves were freed.
"Whenever slaves learned they were free, that day became their Jubilee and
that's the day they remembered and cared about" (p. vii). This is a phenomenal collection of portraits, letters, excerpts from diaries, drawings, and Civil
War photographs. The information will animate the era and its people for
readers of all ages. An extensive time line and bibliography complete this
fine informational text.
Woodson, Jacqueline. (2003). Locomotion. New York: G.P. Putnam's Sons. 100
pp. ISBN: 0-399-23115-3 (Hardcover); $15.99 (Intermediate, Middle School).

Orphaned by a house fire and placed in a separate foster home from his little sister,
Lonnie Collins Motion, a.k.a. "Locomotion," learns to deal with his emotional turmoil
through writing in his journal. Readers feel Lonnie's pain as he struggles with the
harsh realities of his life. Once again Woodson poignantly portrays her youthful
protagonist's determination to survive. Locomotion's lyrical voice is reminiscent of
Sharon Creech's Jack in Love That Dog (HarperCollins, 2001). This is a fantastic
example for teaching poetry, with its variety of poetic forms and no
nonsense discussion of line breaks. (LAB)

Coretta Scott King Award for Illustrator
Bryan, Ashley. (2003). Beautiful Blackbird. New York: Simon &
Schuster/Atheneum Books for Young Readers. Unpaged; ISBN:
0-689-84731-9 (Hardcover); $16.95 (all ages).

Please refer to the Winter 2004 issue of the Michigan Reading
Journal for a review of this book.

Coretta Scott King Honor Books (Illustrator)

Ashley Jryan
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Nelson, Vaunda Micheaux. (2003). Almost to Freedom. (Ill. by Colin
Bootman). Minneapolis, MN: Carolrhoda Books. Unpaged; ISBN: 157505-342-X (Hardcover); $15.95 (Elementary).
This is the story of Lindy and her parents as they escape from
slavery and ride the Underground Railroad north to freedom. Readers experience the pain of separation when Lindy's father is sold
and the lashes Lindy takes for asking how to spell her name. The
story is told in the voice of Lindy's tattered rag doll, Sally, which
makes the story accessible for younger children. Colin Bootman's lush, shadowy
paintings infuse the text with drama and emotion.

MICHIGAN READING JoURNAL

PAVONETTI

Nolen, Jerdine. (2003). Thunder Rose. (Ill. By Kadir Nelson). New York: Harcourt,
Inc. Unpaged. ISBN: 0-15-216472-3 (Hardcover); $16.00 (all ages).
Taking her name from the thunder that roared the night she was born, Thunder
Rose is not only as mighty as the thunder but as tender as a rose. With a plethora
of descriptive language, Nolen weaves a yarn that rivals the thunderous tall tales
of Steven Kellogg such as Pecos Bill (Morrow, 1986) and Sally Ann Thunder Ann
Whirlwind Crockett (Morrow, 1995). The oil, watercolor, and pencil illustrations
by Kadir Nelson bring the action to life with vivid details that are reminiscent of
Jerry Pinkney's illustrations for John Henry (Lester, 1994). (LAB)

Coretta Scott King/John Steptoe Award for New Talent
(Author)
Smith, Hope Anita. (2003). The Way a Door Closes. (Ill. by Shane Evans). New
York: Henry Holt. 52pp. ISBN: 0-805-06477-X (Hardcover); $18.95
(Intermediate-middle school).

THE WAY
A DOOR CLOSES
Hope Anita Smith
with 11/umat,ons by

Shane W. Evans

The 34 poems in this slim volume will touch the spirit of any youngsters whose
fathers are not actively involved in their lives. Thirteen-year-old C.J. paints a
perfect family in his first few poems, but when his father loses his job, the pain
begins: " ... I can feel what he's not saying/ and I stand there-/ silent, praying- / Daddy, / close your eyes" (p. 14). Shane Evans's illustrations enhance
the fear and joy as C.J. struggles with adolescence as well as his family problems.

Coretta Scott King/John Steptoe Award for New Talent
(Illustrator)
Cox, Judy. (2003). My Family Plays Music. (Ill. by Elbrite Brown). New York:
Holiday House. Unpaged; ISBN: 0-8234-1591-0 (Hardcover); $16.95.
(Elementary).
Elbrite Brown's playful cut paper illustrations encourage
readers to turn the page and enter author Judy Cox's family
scrapbook. The title page boasts a first place blue ribbon
alongside framed "photos" of elders and youngsters, even a
mama kissing her son. Scattered snapshots lead us past the
copyright page to an open album and a vase of flowers, then
on to a double page spread and more "photos." The simple
text states, "This is my family. We all love music." Even the
dog howls at the moon, allowing readers to understand that
this family loves all kinds of music-from accordion to zither,
from polka to rock. The author includes a glossary of terms with
corresponding illustrations at the conclusion.

Michael Printz Award for Young Adult Literature
Please refer to Ed Spicer 's young adult literature column on page 81 of this issue
of the Michigan Reading Journal for reviews of these books.
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Pura Belpre Award for Author
Alvarez, Julia. (2002). Before We Were Free. New York: Alfred A. Knopf. 167
pp. ISBN: 0-375-81544-9 (Hardcover), 0-375-91544-3 (Library); $15.95.
(Intermediate-Middle School).

What a book! Twelve-year old Anita de la Torre relates, through narrative and
her secret diary, the overthrow of Rafael Trujillo-El Jefe-the dictator whose
power and secret police control the Dominican Republic. The book opens as Anita
and her classmates, an amalgam of wealthy American and Dominican students,
prepare their classroom for Thanksgiving. Suddenly, she and her cousins are
whisked from the school so her cousins can escape on a waiting airplane. Anita
is left questioning why her uncle is missing and the rest of her extended family
have fled the Dominican Republic. During the next several months, life becomes
increasingly more difficult and dangerous for Anita and her family. At one point,
she is so frightened that she becomes mute. It is only when she resumes writing in
her diary that Anita finds the courage to speak again. This is a novelized reminiscence of the author's own childhood and experiences in the Dominican Republic.

Pura Belpre Honor Books (Author)
Osa, Nancy. (2003). Cuba 15: A Novel. New York: Delacorte Press. 277 pp. ISBN:
0-385-73021-7 (Hardcover), 0-385-90086-4 (Paper); $15.95 (Middle
School-High School).

Violet Paz is half Cuban, half Polish, and lives in Chicago. She knows nothing
about her Cuban heritage except that Abuela is planning a traditional quinceaFzero-a Latin coming-of-age ceremony-for her 15 th birthday. Problem one,
Violet does not want a quince.

I

My-womanhoods-hadn't even begun to grow; I wore a bra size
so small they'd named it with lowercase letters: aaa. Guys avoided me
like the feminine hygiene aisle at the grocery story. And I never wore
dresses. Not since I'd left school uniforms behind. Not ever, no exceptions. (pp. 1-2)
Violet exploits her madcap family life by weaving a domino-tournament-gonebad into a humorous interpretation entry for the school's speech team. Somehow,
she and her best friends Janell and Leda survive their speech tournaments and
Abuela's quinceanero while having oodles of fun along the way.
Perez, Amada Irma. (2002). My Diary from Here to There. (Ill. by Maya Christina
Gonzalez). San Francisco: Children's Book Press. 32 pp. ISBN: 0-89239175-8 (Hardcover); $16.95 (all ages).

This is a bi-lingual book, written in both Spanish and English. The author tells a
fictionalized version of her family's emigration from Mexico to Los Angeles in
the early 1950s. Her voice portrays the fear of an uncertain future and yearning
for friends, family, and a comfortable home left behind. Maya Christina Gonzalez's double-page spreads dance with life, love, and longing. Each page explodes
with the colors of the Southwest while beauty and dignity radiate from even the
most insignificant detail.
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Pura Belpre Award for Illustrator
Morales, Yuyi. (2003). Just a Minute: A Trickster Tale and Counting Book. San
Francisco: Chronicle Books. Unpaged; ISBN: 0-8118-3758-0 (Hardcover);
$15.95 (Elementary).
"When Grandma Beetle woke at dawn, she heard a knock at the door. And, oh my,
waiting outside she found Sefior Calavera" (n.p.). This simple introduction
masks the fact that a comical and oh-so-whimsical skeleton, tipping his
bowler hat, has come to transport Grandma Beetle into the netherworld.
"Just a minute, Sefior Calavera, ... I have just ONE house to sweep ...
UNO swept house" (n.p.). Grandma Beetle winks conspiratorially as she
continues to outsmart Sefior Calavera. The visitor's bug-eyed expressions
convince young listeners that he represents no danger as he sips a glass of
water, rolls his eyes, and glances anxiously at his wristwatch. We look on
as Grandma Beetle prepares a fiesta in honor of her birthday and laugh
with her nine-NUEVE-grandchildren as Sefior Calavera disappears
quietly into the evening leaving only a note-that he's anxiously awaiting
her next birthday party! This simple counting book with its spectacular
illustrations ties in beautifully with discussions of the Day of the Dead,
Dia de los Muertos.

Pura Belpre Honor Books (Illustrator)
Perez, L. King. (2002). First Day in Grapes (Ill. by Robert Casilla). New York:
Lee & Low Books. Unpaged; ISBN: 1-58430-045-0 (Hardcover); $16.95
(Elementary).
Chico is one of hundreds of children whose family follows the seasons, harvesting
one crop after another up and down the west coast. Just like other students who
have attended too many schools to remember, Chico reluctantly enters another
classroom-and hopes this will be better. And just like his father who is harvesting grapes, he slowly gathers friends who admire his courage and intelligence.
The universal themes of courage, friendship, and assimilation will touch anyone
who has ever felt like an outsider.

Krull, Kathleen. (2003). Harvesting Hope: The Story of Cesar Chavez. (Ill. by
Yuyi Morales). San Diego: Harcourt. Unpaged; ISBN: 0-15-201437-3
(Hardcover); $17.00 (Elementary-Intermediate).
Please refer to the Fall 2003 issue of the Michigan Reading Journal
for a review of this book.

Andrews-Goebel, Nancy. (2002). The Pot that Juan Built. (Ill. by
David Diaz). New York: Lee & Low Books. unpaged; ISBN:
1-584-30038-8 (Hardcover); $16.95 (Elementary).
"This is the pot that Juan built" introduces the story of Juan
Quezada, born in 1939 in Santa Barbara Tutuaca, Mexico. Quezada,
who is Mexico's most important potter, has resurrected a lost art
and rejuvenated his home village, Mata Ortiz, by studying pottery
shards from the ancient Casas Grandes city of Paquime. Alternating
pages tell Juan's story in informational text and as an adaptation of
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the familiar cumulative rhyme, "The House That Jack Built." The author's Afterword further develops the story of Juan Quezada's remarkable pottery through
text and color photographs. David Diaz's scorching gold and orange tones dominate even in the halos that surround each figure and create an intense heat that
jiggles against the azure Mexican sky.

Robert F. Sibert Award for Nonfiction
Murphy, Jim. (2003). An American Plague: The True and Terrifying Story of the
Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1793. New York: Clarion Books. 165 pp.; ISBN:
0-395-77608-2 (Hardcover); $17.00 (Intermediate).

See review under Newbery Honor books.

Robert F. Sibert Honor Book
Cobb, Vicki. (2003). I Face the Wind. (Ill. by Julia Gorton). New York: HarperCollins.
Unpaged; ISBN: 0-688-17840-5 (Hardcover), 0-688-17841-3 (Library);
$15.99 (Elementary).

For years, educators have bemoaned the paucity of good informational
books encouraging early elementary students to explore their world. I
Face the Wind opens with a "Note to the Reader: This book is designed
so that your child can make discoveries" (n.p.). The author continues with
encouraging suggestions and a list of simple materials to have on hand. The
language is appropriate for young children, and the vivid, lively illustrations
provide a one-to-one correspondence that supports textual concepts perfectly. This book works for pre-school read aloud as well as for independent
readers. I Face the Wind introduces veteran author Vicki Cobb's newest
series, Science Play.

•

by

v;dd Cobb

illustrated by

lia Gorton

Mildred Batchelder Award for a Book First Published in
Another Language
Orlev, Uri. (2003). Run, Boy, Run: A Novel (Trans. by Hillel Halkin). Boston:
Houghton Mifflin. 186 pp.; ISBN: 0-618-16465-0 (Hardcover); $15.00
(Intermediate-and older).

Uri Orlev, renowned in the US for two earlier Holocaust books, The Island on
Bird Street (Houghton Mifflin, 1984) and The Man from the Other Side (Houghton
Mifflin, 1991 ), has contributed a powerful World War II story based on the daring
acts of an actual 8-year-old Polish boy. Srulik is alone in the Warsaw Ghetto after
the rest of his family "disappears" while he scavenges through garbage cans for
edible scraps. He survives by wandering the Nazi-occupied Polish countryside,
hiding, begging, and working for meager accommodations. He changes his name
and learns to act Catholic-wearing medals and saying prayers that are convincing only because of his fair complexion. His bravery and perseverance is compelling in the face of horrors modern readers can't begin to comprehend. This book,
grouped with Jerry Spinelli's Milkweed (Knopf, 2003) and Mirjam Pressler's
Malka (Philomel, 2003 ), will startle students and graphically demonstrate that war
damages more than just abstract combatants.
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Mildred Batchelder Honor Book
Schyffert, Bea Uusma. (2003). The Man Who Went to the Far Side of the Moon:
The Story of Apollo 11 Astronaut Michael Collins (Trans. by Emi Guner ).
San Francisco: Chronicle Books. 77 pp.; ISBN: 0-8118-4007-7 (Hardcover);
$14.95 (Intermediate).

Where were you on July 16, 1969? Possibly, like your students, you weren't
born-or were too young to remember the blast-off that catapulted three American astronauts into lunar orbit. One of them was Michael Collins. Unlike his
two companions, Buzz Aldrin and Neil Armstrong, Collins never set foot on
the moon. Instead he patiently circled the moon waiting to link up with the
lunar module after his colleagues completed their assignments. It is not easy
to describe this informational text: biographical charts and photos provide
the astronauts' personal and occupational statistics-Collins earned $17,147
per year as an astronaut; what personal objects each astronaut carried to the
moon; space suits and their specifications; even meal descriptions. Each short
section is separated from the next by hand-drawn illustrations of the space
capsule's control panels. This books answers the types of questions kids
would love to ask an astronaut: "After 8 days, 3 hours, and 18 minutes in
Columbia without washing, the entire body itches .... It smells like wet dogs
and rotten swamp" (p. 68). Please don't miss this remarkable informational
book-your students will thank you.

2003 Mitten Award (Michigan Library Association)
Wheeler, Lisa. (2003 ). Old Cricket. (Ill. by Ponder Goembel). New
York: Simon & Schuster/Atheneum. Unpaged; ISBN: 0689-84510-3 (Hardcover); $16.95 (Elementary).

Please refer to the Winter 2004 issue of the Michigan Reading Journal for a review of this book.

2003 Mitten Honor Books
Codell, Esme Raji. (2003). Sahara Special. New York:
Hyperion Books for Children. 175 pp. ISBN: 0-76880793-8 (Hardcover); $15.99.

Meet Sahara Jones, fifth-grade writer of "My Heart-Wrenching
Life Story and Amazing Adventures." Sahara Jones is labeled
"special needs" and is struggling through fifth grade. Writing letters to her long-absent dad becomes Sahara's coping
mechanism, but to an unsympathetic administration they are
evidence of her "special needs." After her mother removes her
from the "special needs" program, Sahara repeats fifth grade
and meets an extraordinary new teacher named Madame
Poitier or Miss Pointy as her students call her. Through daily journal writing, Miss
Pointy builds trust and respect. When Sahara writes "I am a writer," Miss Pointy
responds with "I believe you." Indeed Esme Raji Codell shows us that we must
believe in ourselves and in each other. Sahara Special is an honest glimpse into the
head of all fifth graders who are waiting for someone to believe in them. (LAB)
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DiCamillo, Kate. (2003). The Tale of Despereaux: Being the Story of a Mouse, a
Princess, Some Soup, and a Spool of Thread. (Ill. by Timothy B. Ering).
Cambridge, MA: Candlewick Press. 267 pp. ISBN: 0-763-61722-9
(Hardcover); $17.99 (Intermediate).
See review under Newbery Award.

Polacco, Patricia. (2003). G is for Goat. New York: Philomel Books. Unpaged;
ISBN: 0-399-24018-7 (Hardcover); $16.99 (Elementary).

i•fo,Goat

Patricia Polacco loves goats-and copes with their shenanigans on her farm
in Union City, Michigan. She enjoys them so much she has created an alphabet book in their honor. Nannies, billies, kids, and bunnies frolic invitingly
on the endpapers, urging readers into a rhythmic romp through the alphabet.
"E is for ears, some floppy, some not. F is for flowers, which goats eat a lot."
Polacco's signature illustrations, done in bright watercolor and pencil, create
a warm, loving, and playful atmosphere that makes farm life inviting to those
who live on farms-and those who don't. Fans of Polacco are in for another
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